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Built to mark the end of colonial rule by British, Independence Square depicts unique                 
-

ter of  Sri Lanka and the Independence Memorial museum. Today with winding walk-
ways and elaborate waterways, Independence Square is the city’s hot spot for joggers.

Royal Colombo Golf Club, Col 08. Travel Time – 15 minutes. 
Situated in the heart of the city this 96 acre extent of land is a sanctuary offering not 

this is the second oldest Royal Golf Club outside the United Kingdom and also show-
cases an array of historic golf memorabilia in the club house.

Red Mosque, Col 11. Travel time – 15 minutes.
Jami-Ul-Alfar Mosque or “Red Mosque” is most distinctive for its red and white striped   

since it was built in 1909. Easily one of the most striking buildings in Pettah, the 
mosque is considered an architectural monument drawing many worshippers and 
sight-seeing crowds too.

This church was built in 1749 by the Dutch at a time when only wilderness stood 
beyond its walls. To date the church is beautiful and historically important with such 
treasures as ornate Dutch furniture, intricately carved wooden pews and lecterns. The 

Sri Ponnambalawaneswaram Hindu Temple – 20 minutes
A temple dedicated to the Hindu God Shiva, Sri Ponnambalawaneswaram Temple is 
considered a sacred site by Hindus as well as all other ethnic groups. With a rich histo-
ry that dates back to 1905 and architectural grace that puts modern architects to 
shame, this landmark structure attracts devotees from all parts of the country.

The National Zoological Gardens are a sprawling area that is home to many animal 
species from across the globe. Diversity is visible from a walk through the aquarium, 

the zoo all the more pleasant.

Sri Lanka. Travel time – 40 minutes.                                                                                                                               
Kotte, the administrative capital of Sri Lanka has much to offer for sightseeing. As Sri 

waterways. With walking tracks lining the lake, boat rides, a model farm where one 
can view the cultivation of paddy and quaint eateries this place has a life of its own.
Situated on an island surrounded by the waters of the beautiful Diyawanna Lake,                   

Bawa who is world renowned for his ability to blend distinct buildings with their natu-
ral surroundings.
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Mount Lavinia offers a quick glimpse into Sri lanka’s fun & quirky “beach life”.

Kelani Temple, Kelaniya. Travel time - 45 minutes
Situated on the banks of the Kelani River, it is believed that the Lord Buddha preached 
at this site. The temple itself dates back over 2000 years and is even today a pocket 
of tranquility.

Adam’s Peak
Revered as a holy site by Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and Christians, Adam’s Peak rises 
dominantly above all other mountains in the vicinity creating a remarkable sight. A 
depression in the rocky summit resembles a huge footprint and this is the focus of all 
pilgrims. The climb to the summit gives you spectacular views from where sunrise is 
most beautiful.

Anuradhapura 
The capital city of Sri Lanka from 4th century BC to 11th century AD. Today Anuradha-
pura is a UNESCO World Heritage site marked for its well preserved ruins of an ancient 
civilization. Multiple monasteries and temples, the “Sri Maha Bodhi Tree” which is 
believed to have grown from a branch of the very Bo tree the Lord Buddha gained 
enlightenment under, brilliant irrigation systems and recreational ponds all stand to 
showcase this historical glory.

Arugam bay

leisurely pace of life adding to its allure.

Dambulla
The rock of Dambulla is the centre of a Buddhist cave-temple complex established in 
the 3rd century B.C. and has been in continuous use for over 22 centuries by Buddhist 
monks. Its rock temples are the most ancient and extensive in the Island and are also 
in the highest state of preservation.

Galle
The seaside city of Galle dates back to the sixteenth century and stood accumulating 
its rich culture through the colonial periods of the Portuguese, Dutch and British. 
Today Galle is an archaeological treasure trove. The ancient Fort, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, winds its way in a great circuit and is one of the most pleasant strolls by 
evening. The Dutch Reformed Church is the oldest of the many churches and was orig-

and also houses an impressive pulpit. Galle is a wonderful sea-town to spend a day or 
two amidst chilled out cafes and restaurants as you brush with colonial charm.

Jaffna
The waterscapes offered by the Jaffna lagoon are stunning with long stretches of 

many temples of intricate architectural design. Nallur in the mainland and Kagapoo-
sani Kovil on the island of Nagadeepa are the most popular. Nagadeepa is also home 
to a Buddhist temple whose site at which it is believed that the Lord Buddha visited. 
Other sites such as the Jaffna fort and the famed Dutch Church date back to the colo-
nial period.
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Kalpitiya
The Kalpitiya peninsula is on the north-west coast of the island and is considered an 

swamps. Kalpitiya is an ideal location for dolphin & whale sightings as well as boat 
rides and snorkeling too.

Kandy
Known as the cultural capital of Sri Lanka, this scenic town is nestled in the hills and 
was a stronghold of the Sinhalese kings. Today the main site is the Temple of the 
Tooth relic which houses Sri Lanka’s most important Buddhist relic – a tooth of the 
Lord Buddha.

The Kandy Perahara, an annual cultural pageant is one of the most colourful proces-
sions of the world with drummers, dancers and ornamented elephants performing on 
the streets of Kandy. Also visit the Peradeniya Gardens, a green paradise with exotic 

Kitulgala
Surrounded by wooded hills, this rich riverine forest is a result of the Kelani River, 
meandering its way through. Sri Lanka’s hot spot for white water rafting, Kitulgala is a 
key area for jungle trekking, mountain biking and bird watching too.

The range takes its name from a series of recumbent folds which resemble the knuck-

the forests of Knuckles also harbour a variety of many rare plant species. The moun-
tains are a haven for trekking.

Negombo lagoon
Located on the west coast, Negombo lagoon is both scenic and borders a vibrant city. 

Negombo all the more alluring.

Nuwara Eliya
A city like no other with mist capped mountains, terraced tea gardens and charming 
bungalows. Situated in the hills of central Sri Lanka, this picturesque landscape is ideal 
for a quiet getaway.

Pasikuda
On the east coast of the island with soft golden sand and pristine blue waves, the Bay 
of  Pasikuda is a crescent-moon shaped inlet of shallow water and is one of the island’s 

these calmer waters.

Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage
A unique elephant orphanage, nursery and breeding ground for wild elephants, 
Pinnawela is remarkable for having the largest herd of captive elephants in the world. 
The main attractions are the opportunity to observe elephants bathing and playing 
from the river bank as well as being privy to the daily feeding and aspects of care.



www.ramadacolombo.com | 18AREA ATTRACTIONS

Sigiriya
A UNESCO World Heritage site and considered the Eighth Wonder of the World, 
Sigiriya or ‘The Lion’s Rock’ is an ancient rock fortress and palace built by King Kashy-
apa in 477 AD. Rising dominantly over the surrounding forest, Sigiriya is a phenomenal 
sight with an extensive network of reservoirs and ramparts and elaborately designed 
pleasure gardens. At the summit of the rock, remnants of a once stunning palace com-
plex of great splendor still exist. Sigiriya is also renowned for its ancient frescoes 

Sinharaja
A prime bio diversity location, this rain forest has gained international importance as a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. With an almost mysterious allure, two nature trails make 
for wonderful trekking with numerous streams and rivers.

-

springs of Kanniya are also a major tourist attraction.

Wasgamuwa National Park
With incredibly diverse wildlife, this park is home to 23 species of mammal including a 
majestic herd of over 150 elephants and the shy sloth bear that once lived in abun-
dance in these forests. A haven for bird lovers, over 143 species of both endemic and 
migrant birds can be spotted. Being isolated by large rivers on all but its southern side, 
the Park supports varied vegetation making it breathtakingly beautiful especially at 
sunset. 

Wilpattu National Park
Sri Lanka’s largest national park, Wilpattu lies along the north-west coast. The Park 

rainwater to create a unique terrain surrounded by grassy plains. Wilpattu is one of the 
top National Parks world renowned for leopard sightings. Sloth bear, elephants, 
mugger crocodile, spotted deer and many more can be seen too.

Yala
Yala National Park is Sri Lanka’s most visited park with a beautiful coastline boundary. 

the world’s highest densities of leopard and frequent sightings of elephant too. The 
rock temple of Sithulpahuwa with a history of over 2200 years once housed thousands 
of monks who lived a life of solitude. Its scenic surroundings would still quiet the mind.
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CHURCHES

54 Galle Road (walking distance from hotel toward Army Headquarters)

Cinnamon Gardens
120 Dharmapala Mawatha, Colombo 07

252 Galle Road, Colombo 03

55 Justice Akbar Mawatha, Colombo 02

HINDU TEMPLES

Sri Subramaniya Kovil
Kew Road, Slave Island, Colombo 02

Sri Ponnambalawaneswaram Hindu Temple
Kotahena, Colombo

MOSQUES

Al Jamiul Alfar Mosque (Red Masjid)
No.228 Second Cross Street, Colombo 11

Dawatagaha Jumma Mosque 
12 – 14 Baptist Chapel Road, Colombo 07

Kollupitiya Jumma Mosque 
61 St Micheals Road, Colombo 03

BUDDHIST TEMPLES

Gangaramaya
61 Sri Jinarathana Road, Colombo 02

Vajiraramaya
14 Vajira Road, Bambalapitiya, Colombo 04
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